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To whom it may concern: 
 
For many years Clare Abbatt has planned and delivered a number of highly successful 
workshops with Fermynwoods Contemporary Art, exploring both her own practice and that 
of other artists past and present. With instructions that are always clear and motivating, 
Clare often produces unexpected tangents, memorably and enjoyably shifting 
preconceptions. 
 
Clare is a long-standing and significant contributor to our partnership with The CE 
Academy, which caters for vulnerable young people who are permanently excluded from 
mainstream education, are dual registered, or school age mothers. We work with a large 
number of artists and educators from around the country and abroad. Clare has 
established herself as among the very top tier of this group and is popular with students 
and staff alike. Clare's workshops are often used as case studies or observation sessions 
for other artists to observe good practice. 
 
As lead artist Clare was fundamental to the success of a project which saw students 
launch sculptures 90,000ft to the edge of the earth’s atmosphere - a Northamptonshire 
first. 
 
Clare has contributed to these students achieving Arts Award qualifications in addition to 
supporting our work with other mainstream and non-mainstream groups - including 
Hospital and Outreach Education, a provision providing educational support for children 
and young people with complex medical and/or mental health needs. 
 
Students from these settings can be challenging to work with. However the integrity and 
thorough preparation of Clare's workshops, plus a high level of technical ability, Clare’s 
likeable personality, endurance and generous sense of humour, always ensure successful 
outcomes. 
 
These abilities are sure to translate across different ages and abilities and I would have no 
hesitation in recommending Clare as an artist and workshop leader. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
James Steventon 
 
Director 
Fermynwoods Contemporary Art 
 


